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The heritage of Bible literature falls lightly 
on many children today. The ‘‘Standard Bible 
Story Readers’’ series attempts to bring to every 
child a taste of the wisdom and courage found 
in the Bible pages, through its retelling the sto- 
ries of Bible heroes in simple language. The 
selection of the stories has been limited both in 
content and vocabulary by the knowledge and 
interest of particular ages. 

The qualities of honesty, courage, kindness, 
forgiveness, and trustworthiness are particularly 
emphasized in the group of Old Testament sto- 
ries included in Book Four. The volume con- 
cludes with the story of the ages, a synopsis of 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, the 
Son of God, and an account of Peter’s work, 
representing the spreading of that story which 
still goes on around the world today. 
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FAIREST LORD JESUS 


Fairest Lord Jesus, 
King of creation; 
O Thou of God and man the Son! 
Truly Tl love Thee, 
Truly I'll serve Thee, 
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown. 


Fair are the meadows, 
Fairer the woodlands, 
Robed in the blooming garb of spring; 
Jesus is fairer, 
Jesus is purer, 
He makes our sorrowing spirits sing. 


Fair is the sunshine, 
Fairer the moonlight, 
And all the twinkling starry hosts; 
Jesus shines brighter, 
Jesus shines purer, 


Than all the angels heaven can boast. 
—Silesian Folk Song. 
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A GRAND OLD HERO 


Nearly two thousand years before Christ was 
born there lived a wonderful old man 
whose name was Abraham. Abraham was 
true to God and always tried to do what 
was right, but many of the people who 
lived in his country did not care to please 
God. 

One day God spoke to Abraham and said: ‘‘Get 
thee out of thy country and from thy kin- 
dred and from thy father’s house into a 
land that I will show thee, and I will make 
of thee a great nation.” It was a wonder- 
ful promise to come to any one, and, of 
course, Abraham was willing to do what 
God had asked of him. He did not ask 
where he was to go, but simply trusted 
God’s word and knew that everything 
would be all right. 
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Abraham took his wife, whose name was 
Sarah, and his nephew, Lot, and his fam- 
ily. And they, with their flocks and herds, 
and the servants who tended these flocks 
and herds, started to go just where they 
were directed. They journeyed on until 
they came to a land called Canaan, and 
when they reached that land God spoke 
to Abraham, saying: “This is the land 
which I give to you.” And Abraham 
builded an altar and thanked God for 
His goodness. 

In the days when Abraham lived the people 
wore long-flowing robes and usually had 
cloth turbans over their heads; the women 
wove the cloth out of which these things 
were made. The cloth was made from the 
wool of the sheep, or from camel’s hair. 
The houses were made of cloth, too, and 
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when the people moved from one place to 
another they rolled up their tents, or 
homes, and carried them with them. 

Once when Abraham and his people lived in 
the land of Canaan which God had given 
them, a great famine swept over the land 
and they had to hunt for a better place, 
where they might find food for their 
flocks. 

They went into the land of Egypt, and there 
was plenty of pasture and water there. 
They stayed there for some time, and then 
planned to return to the land which God 
had given to Abraham. 

Abraham was seventy-five years old when God 
spoke to him the first time, and when he 
was almost a hundred God appeared to 
him again. He made the same wonder- 
ful promise to Abraham, that he should 
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be the father of a great nation. A little 
later Abraham was sitting by his tent 
door under some great oak-trees, and he 
lifted up his eyes and saw three angels 
standing there. 

These angels had come to bring him a message, 
and the good, old man was very kind to 
them. He sent his servants to bring water 
to wash their feet. Then he called to his 
wife, saying: ‘Oh, Sarah, there are some 
strangers here—three of them—and we 
must get them some lunch right away. Get 
some fine meal and knead it and make 
the cakes upon the hearth.” 

Abraham himself went out and found a young, 
tender calf, and had it dressed just as 
quickly as possible; then he brought some 
milk and butter, and they had lunch out 
under the tree. 
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The angels told Abraham that it would not be 
long before a little son should be born in 
his family, and this promise came true. 

When Abraham was one hundred years old, 
Isaac was born, and the home was very 
happy. 

Perhaps one of the hardest trials that ever 
came to any man came to Abraham when 
Isaac had grown up to be quite a fine, 
sturdy lad. One day God said: “Now, 
Abraham, take thy son Isaac and go up 
into the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt-offering upon one of the 
mountains which I shall tell thee of.” 

It was not the nature of this grand old man 
to question anything that God asked of 
him. And this time, even though he was 
sorely grieved, he did not doubt but that 
everything would work out just right. 
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Very early the next morning he and his young 
son, Isaac, and two servants, started to 
go to the country of which God had spoken. 
On the third day they came to the place. 
Abraham asked the young men to wait for 
him while he and Isaac went on a little 
farther. Then he stopped to build the 
altar on which his son Isaac was to be 
offered. 

He placed the wood for the offering, took the 
knife in his hand, and Isaac looked at him 
and said: “My father, behold the fire and 
the wood, but where is the lamb for the 
burnt-offering?” In Abraham’s answer 
you will see just how much he trusted 
God. He said: “My son, God will provide 
himself with a lamb for the offering.” 

It must have been very hard for Abraham 
when Isaac asked this question of him. 
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He finished fixing the wood and had the 
fire all ready, then he bound Isaac and laid 
him upon the altar. 

The old man took the knife in his sel and 
just as he lifted it an angel spoke from 
the very gate of heaven and said: ‘“Abra- 
ham, lay not thy hand upon the lad. 
Neither do thou anything to him, for now 
I know thou fearest God, seeing thou hast 
not withheld thy son, thine only son, from 
me.” 

Just then Abraham looked and saw a ram 
caught by his horns in the thicket, and he 
took the ram and offered it instead of his 
son Isaac. 

God only wanted to test Abraham’s faith in 
Him, and Abraham had been willing to do 
anything for God, even to the giving his 
only son as a sacrifice. 
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A PSALM 


Make a joyful noise unto Jehovah, all ye lands. 

Serve Jehovah with gladness: 

Come before His presence with singing. 

Know ye that Jehovah, He is God: 

It is He that hath made us, and we are His. 

We are His people, and the sheep of His pas- 
ture. 

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 

And into His courts with praise: 

Give thanks unto Him, and bless His name. 

For Jehovah is good; His lovingkindness en- 
dureth for ever, 

And His faithfulness unto all generations. 


—Psalm 100. 
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ISAAC 


After Isaac had grown to manhood, he married 
a very beautiful woman, whose hame was 
Rebekah. He lived in the land of Ca- 
naan, and, after a few years, a famine 
came. 

He and his family started to go to the land of 
Egypt, but God appeared unto him and 
said: “Go not down into Egypt; dwell in 
the land that I shall tell thee of, and I 
will be with thee and bless thee.” Then 
Isaac and his family lived in the land 
of which God told him. It was a place 
called Gerar. 

Every bit of seed that Isaac sowed grew; his 
flocks increased greatly, and everything 
came to pass just as God said it would. 
He had many servants, and all of them 
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were kept busy attending to his great 
flocks of sheep and herds of cattle. 

In the days when his father, Abraham, had 
lived, many wells had been digged by 
Abraham’s herdsmen; these had later 
been filled up by an enemy. Isaac needed 
the water for his flocks, and he put his 
servants to cleaning out the wells. Just 
as soon as Isaac’s herdsmen would clean 
a well and the water would come bubbling 
forth, the people who lived in that country 
would claim the well. They said, “That 
water is ours.” 

Isaae’s servants might have disputed with 
these men about the well, but their master 
said to them, “Dig another.” He did not 
wish to quarrel with any one. The ser- 
vants digged another well, and these 
same people came and claimed it, too. 
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Perhaps it would seem this time that Isaac’s 
men should claim the water and fight 
these people off, but that was not his way; 
he just asked his herdsmen to dig another 
well, and then those people that lived in 
the land of Gerar learned the great lesson 
Isaac had been teaching them; it was 


that a well of water is not worth fighting 
over, that even though one feels that he 


has been wronged, it always takes two 
sides to make a quarrel. 
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JOSEPH 


Jacob was a man who had twelve sons, but 
there was none so well known as Joseph. 

Joseph had always been a good lad. He used 
to like to sit beside his grandfather, Isaac, 
and hear the stories which the old man 
would tell. Perhaps Isaac told him of the 
day when his own father, Abraham, had 
taken him up to the mountain to offer him 
as a sacrifice to God, and how, just when 
his father’s hand was lifted to strike, 
God’s voice had spoken from heaven tell- 
ing him not to do that thing. Joseph 
loved the part of the story that told about 
God’s voice coming down from heaven, 
and how Abraham had looked around and 
found a ram caught in the bushes, and 
he had used it for the sacrifice. 
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When the older brothers of Joseph were out 
watching the flocks, no doubt he had many 
good times with his grandfather. Per- 
haps some of these stories helped him to 
be a fine, strong lad. 

You remember how Joseph’s brothers put him 
down in the dark pit, and the traders 
came along the road and bought him so 
that they might sell him as a slave in 
the land of Egypt. 

When he reached the country of Egypt he was 
sold to a man whose name was Potiphar, 
and he had charge of Potiphar’s house- 
hold. He managed all of Potiphar’s ser- 
vants; here is where Joseph proved him- 
self a very great hero. One day Potiphar’s 
wife wanted him to do something very 
wrong, and Joseph refused. The woman 
was so angry that when her husband came 
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home she told a wicked lie about Joseph. 
Potiphar believed what his wife had told him 
and ordered Joseph put in prison, but God 
was with him all the time and gave him 
great blessings. It was while Joseph was 
in the prison that the king of Egypt had 
a strange dream which nobody could ex- 
plain to him, and Joseph was called. When 
he told the king the meaning of the dream 
the king was very much pleased with him 
and gave him a beautiful chariot in which 
to ride, and ordered that he should be 
dressed in the very finest clothing. And 
Joseph worked for the king many years. 
He may have wondered why his old father 
never tried to find him, for he did not 
know that the wicked brothers had made 
their father believe that some wild beast 
had torn him to pieces; but after many 
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years his brothers were forced to go to the 
land of Egypt to get some food for their 
families, and again Joseph proved him- 
self a real hero. 

He had the power to put his brothers in prison. 
He could have caused them a great deal of 
trouble; he might even have taken their 
lives if he had wished to do so, but he was 
not that kind of aman. Down in his heart 
he was just planning how he could get 
them all to come over to his land, where 
they might always have food and be 
happy. 

Joseph’s kind heart would not let him punish 
his brothers; he would not even take any 
pay for the corn which they had bought. 
When they got home each one found his 
money in the sack. He had told them, 
however, nek when they came back if 


28 


they did not bring their youngest 
brother, Benjamin, he would not let them 
have the corn. He had told them also if 
they were true men they would allow one 
of the brothers to stay there as a surety 
that they would come again. 

It had been a very hard matter for Joseph to 
keep his secret; he almost felt that he 
would have to tell them that he was 
Joseph, but he did not. 

The second time the brothers had to go to 
Joseph for corn they knew that they 
would have to take Benjamin, and they 
had a very hard time getting the father 
to understand that Benjamin should go. 
Poor old Jacob was so afraid he would 
lose Benjamin as he had Joseph. At last, 
however, he told them that Benjamin 
might go with them. 
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This time Joseph planned that he would keep 
Benjamin there with him in order to get 
his father to come. He had one of his 
servants slip a silver cup into Benjamin’s 
sack, and then after the men had started 
home he told the servants to go after 
them and bring back the one in whose 
sack they found the silver cup. When 
they found this was Benjamin, the broth- 
ers felt very sad. They did not know how 
they could go home and leave Benjamin 
there. They said, “It will kill our father.” 

They went back to Joseph and begged him to 
let Benjamin go back with them. One of 
them said: “Our father’s life is bound up 
in the lad, and when he sees that the lad 
is not with us he will die, and I promised 
that when I returned Benjamin should 
be with me.” 
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“Then Judah came near unto him, and said, 
Oh, my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, 
speak a word in my lord’s ears, and let not 
thine anger burn against thy servant; for 
thou art even as Pharaoh. 

My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye 
a father, or a brother? 

And we said unto my lord, We have a father, 
an old man, and a child of his old age, a 
little one; and his brother is dead, and he 
alone is left of his mother; and his father 
loveth him. 

And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him 
down unto me, that I may set mine eyes 
upon him. 

And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot 
leave his father: for if he should leave 
his father, his father would die. 

And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except 
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your youngest brother come down with 
you, ye shall see my face no more. 

And it came to pass when we came up unto 
thy servant, my father, we told him the 
words of my lord. | 

And our father said, Go again, buy us a little 
food. 

And we said, We cannot go down: if our young- 
est brother be with us, then will we go 
down; for we may not see the man’s face, 
except our youngest brother be with us. 

And thy servant, my father, said unto us, Ye 
know that my wife bare me two sons: 

And the one went out from me, and I said, 
Surely he is torn in pieces; and I have not 
seen him since: 

And if ye take this one also from me, and 
harm befall him, ye will bring down my 
gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol. 
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Now therefore, when I come to thy servant my 
father, and the lad is not with us; seeing 
that his life is bound up in the lad’s life; 

It will come to pass, when he seeth that the 
lad is not with us, that he will die: and 
thy servants will bring down the gray 
hairs of thy servant, our father, with sor- 
row to Sheol. 

For thy servant became surety for the lad unto 
my father, saying, If I bring him not unto 
thee, then shali I bear the blame to my 
father for ever. 

Now, therefore, let thy servant, I pray thee, 
abide instead of the lad a bondman to my 
lord; and let the lad go up with his 
brethren. 

For how shall I go up to my father, if the lad 
be not with me? lest I see the evil that 
shall come on my father.” 
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Joseph sent everybody but his brothers from 
the room. Then he wept aloud and said 
to them: “I am Joseph. Doth my father 
yet live?” The brothers fell down on their 
knees before him, for they were so 
ashamed and grieved, but Joseph said to 
them: “It was God’s way to send me here 
to save you all from the great famine. Go 
up to my father and tell him that I am 
yet alive. Tell my father of all the glory 
in Egypt and of all that you have seen, 
and bring my father hither.” Then J oseph 
kissed all his brethren and wept with 
them. 

There was much excitement in the castle 
when Pharaoh heard that Joseph’s breth- 
ren were there, and he was so pleased he 
gave them great, wonderfyl presents to 
carry home to their father. He told them 
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to bring their father and come back and 
live in his country. He said: “I will give 
you the good of the land of Egypt, and 
ye shall eat the fat of the land. Take 
wagons out of the land of Egypt for your 
little ones and for your wives, and bring 
your father and come, for the good of all 
the land of Egypt is yours.” 

When the brothers went home and told their 
old father that Joseph was alive, he said: 
“It is enough; Joseph, my son, is yet 
alive: I will go and see him before I die.” 

Just as soon as they could get things ready 
they all started for Egypt, and Jacob was 
very happy indeed when he saw his be- 
loved son Joseph. 

Jacob was very happy to spend the rest of 
his life in Egypt, and Joseph’s family 
treated him in the kindest way. 
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MOSES 


Moses was one of the greatest heroes that ever 
lived in any age of the world. Everybody 
remembers the story of the little Hebrew 
boy who was put in the basket boat and 
placed where the Pharaoh’s daughter 
would be sure to find him. Everybody 
remembers how the Pharaoh’s daughter 
named him Moses because she drew him 
out of the water, and then how she sent 
for the baby’s own mother to nurse and 
eare for him. That part of the story is 
well known to almost every boy and girl. 

A great many thing's entered into the life of 
this boy to make him a hero. When he 
was old enough to go to the king’s pal- 
ace to live, he was taken there, and the 
princess loved and cared for him as 


though he were her own son. 
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The princess wanted Moses to have the very 
best teachers, so that he could fill the rank 
of a prince in the finest way. Everything 
that was necessary to make his life happy 
was given to him in the palace, and Moses 
lived there for about forty years. 

In some way he came to know that he was not 
an Egyptian, but that he belonged to the 
Hebrew people. The people of Egypt were 
not very kind to the Hebrews; they beat 
and lashed the Hebrews and made them 
work like slaves. 

One day when Moses was walking out he saw 
an Egyptian beating one of the Hebrews, 
and it made him very angry. He could 
not stand it to see his people treated in 
that sort of way, and he killed the 
Egyptian. Moses knew that he would 
not dare stay in the country of Egypt 
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longer, and he went away to the land of 
Midian for safety. 

He wandered about in this land for some 
time, and one day sat down by a well. 
While he was sitting there seven young 
women who were taking care of their 
father’s sheep came over to the well to 
water their flocks. Some shepherds came 
and tried to drive the young women away, 
so that they might water their own flocks 
first, but Moses stood up and helped the 
young women. He kept the shepherds 
back and drew the water for the women. 

When the girls’ father learned that Moses 
had helped them, he said to them: “Why 
did you leave him? Why didn’t you call 
him to come and eat with us?” Then 
Moses was invited to the man’s home, 
and stayed there for a long time. 
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Moses was about forty years old when he went 
to the land of Midian, and he stayed in 
that land for forty years. He had become 
a shepherd and cared for the flocks of a 
man whose name was Jethro. Moses had — 
married one of the young women for 
whom he had drawn the water. 

One day as Moses was keeping the flock of 
his father-in-law, Jethro, he came to a 
mountain called Mt. Horeb. It was here 
that a very great test came to Moses. All 
at once he saw a flame of fire coming out 
from the midst of a bush, and as he looked, 
behold, the bush burned with fire, and it 
was not consumed. Moses wondered why 
the bush was not burned up, and, sud- 
denly, right from the midst of the bush a 
voice said, ‘Moses, Moses.” Moses an- 
swered, “Here am I.” And God’s voice 
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spoke again: “Put off thy shoes from off 
thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground.” 

Moses was astonished, but he did as God com- 
manded, and he received a most wonderful 
message. He was called to be the leader 
of the people of Israel. 

Could he return to that land? He had already 
refused wealth and honor, and had turned 
away because he could not stand it to see 
his people abused. That had been a hard 
thing, and he had killed a man over 
there! Now, would he dare return? 

But Moses did not hesitate long. He hid his 
face as God talked to him, and the Voice 
said: “Come thou therefore, and I will 
send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest 
bring forth my people, the children of 
Israel, out of Egypt.” 
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Moses was not sure that he could do what God 
had asked. He knew that he was willing, 
but he feared to undertake such a great 
work. But when the promise came from 
God, ‘“‘Certainly I will be with thee,” he did 
not hesitate longer. | 

Then there were some great messages to 
Moses, telling him just how he should go 
and what he should do; how he should call 
the officers of the people of Israel to- 
gether, and how he should go before the 
Pharaoh. 

After Moses had listened to all that God 
wanted to tell him, he returned to 
Jethro’s house and talked the matter 
over with him. Jethro said to Moses, 
“Go in peace.” 

Then there was a wonderful time in Egypt 
when Moses went and called the elders 
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together as he had been told; there were 
directions to be given; there were all sorts 
of plans for the long journey back to their 
home country; there were little children 
to be taken care of, and there were some 
older people to be cared for also; and 
then, hardest of all, it took a long time to 
get the king’s permission for them to go. 
At a certain time all the thousands of people 
of Israel were to start on the long, long 
journey away from the land of Egypt 
back to their old home in Canaan. God’s 
plan was that in the daytime they should 
be guided by a white cloud, and at night 
by a pillar of fire. He had told Moses 
that whenever the cloud stopped they 
should stop, and whenever it moved on 
they should move on, and you may know 
that they were guided exactly right. 
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Many times they were discouraged, and they 
found much fault with their leader, but 
God was always with him. 

It was on this long journey, one day at Mount 
Sinai, that God gave Moses the Ten Com- 
mandments, which you know so well. 

It took about forty years of wandering before 
these people reached the promised land, 
and then one day God took Moses up on a 
great, high mountain called Nebo, and 
showed him all the country that stretched 
away to the west—that country was the 
land of Canaan. 

Moses was now one hundred and twenty years 
old, and God saw that it was time for him 
to rest from his labors. He showed him 
the beautiful country the people were to 
possess, and then called him home to 
heaven. Moses’ grave was never seen by 
men. . 
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GIDEON 


It must have been a very strange thing to 
see an angel come from heaven and sit 
under a great oak tree, but that is just 
the thing that happened one time when 
a young man was threshing wheat. The 
young man’s name was Gideon, and he 
was going to hide the wheat as soon as. 
it was threshed, because enemies, the 
Midianites, would steal it if he did not. 

Of course, this story happened in the long- 
ago time when people had to thresh their 
wheat in a very strange, slow way. The 
wheat stalks were piled together and the 
wheat seeds were beaten out of their 
hulls, then the chaff was blown away and 
the wheat gathered into vessels. 


As the young man was working away the 
angel appeared and said to him, “Jeho- 
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vah is with thee, thou mighty man of 
valor.” 

Gideon stopped to think of the things that 
had been happening to his people, and 
he wondered how it could be if God were 
with them that their enemies were de- 
stroying everything which they pos- 
sessed, and he answered: “Jehovah has 
east us off. Our fathers used to tell us 
that He brought us out of the land of 
Egypt, but He has surely forsaken us.” 

Then a great command came to Gideon from 
God: “Go in thy might and save Israel 
from the hands of the enemy. Have I 
not sent thee?” 

The poor man, Gideon, looked at the angel 
and said: ‘“How can I save Israel? Look 
at me. I am from the poorest family, 
and I am the least in my father’s house.” 
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Gideon was not quite sure who it was talk- 
ing to him. He thought it was a voice 
from God, but he said: “Show me a sign 
that it is really God that is talking to me. 
Stay here until I go get my present.” 
And the angel who was bringing God’s 
message answered: “I will tarry until 
thou come again.” 

Then Gideon went and got the present ready. 
He took a little goat and some meal and 
put the flesh in a basket and put the 
broth in a pot, and took it out under the 
oak-tree and gave it to the angel. 

The angel said: “You take the flesh and the 
cakes, and put them on this rock and 
pour the broth over them.” 

After Gideon had done this the angel took 
the staff which he carried in his hand 
and touched the flesh with it, and it was 
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burned up immediately. Then the angel 
disappeared, and Gideon knew that he 
had truly carried God’s message. 

After awhile all the enemies of God’s people 
gathered themselves together to fight, 
and Gideon went out by himself to talk 
to God about it. He said: “O Jehovah, 
I will put a fleece of wool on the thresh- 
ing-floor; and if there. be dew on the 
fleece and the ground all be dry, then I 
will know that Thou wilt save Israel by 
my hand.” 

Then Gideon put the fleece of wool out, and 
very early in the morning went and 
picked it up, and the dew had fallen on 
it so heavily that he wrung out a whole 
bowl full of water. 

Gideon was so afraid that he would make 
some mistake, he said: “O Lord, do not 
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be angry with me, let me try once more; 

to-night let me put the fleece out, and if 

Thou wilt be with me let the fleece be 

dry and let the ground be covered with 

dew.” 

And the next morning when he went to get 
the fleece it was dry and the ground was 
all wet with dew. Then Gideon was just 
sure that God would be with him. 

Gideon called a great army of thirty-two 
thousand people together, and _ they 
camped by a spring. There was a stream 
of water flowing from the spring. Far 
to the north of them was the camp of 
the Midianites; there were many thou- 
sands of them, too, and Gideon’s task 
was a very great one. 

God saw Gideon’s army and knew that His 
power would be far greater if He did not 
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use so many men. He said to Gideon: 
“You have too many men. Tell them if 
there is any one afraid he may go back 
home.” 

Gideon spoke to the men and gave them: God’s 
message. “If any of you are afraid, you 
may return to your homes.” And twen- 
ty-two thousand of the men turned and 
went to their homes. Ten thousand only 
were left. 

God wanted the children of Israel to under- 
stand that He was helping them, and He 
said to Gideon: ‘‘The people are yet too 
many. Bring them down by the water 
and I will try them for thee.” 

Gideon took all the men down to the water. 
The men were to be tested in a very 
strange way. God told Gideon to have 
all the men take a drink of water; then 
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He watched them drink. He said: “Gid- 
eon, put all the men that lap water like 
a dog in one place, and put all those that 
get down on their knees to drink in an- 
other place.” 

There were three hundred of the ten thou- 
sand that stooped and dipped up the 
water in their hands and drank as they 
went along. All the rest of them waited 
to get down on their knees to drink. 

God was pleased with the three hundred men 
who drank as they went along, and He 
said to Gideon: “I will save your army 
and give the Midianites into your hand 
by these three hundred men.” 

All the rest gf the men were sent to their 
tents, and the three hundred whom God 
had chosen waited for their orders from 
Gideon. 


That very night God appeared to Gideon 
and told him that he should go over into 
the camp of the enemy and listen to 
what they were saying. God said: “If 
you fear to go, take some one with you.” 
Gideon went, and this is what he heard. 
One man said: “I have had a dream. I 
dreamed that a cake of barley bread 
came tumbling into the camp and into 
the tent and struck the tent so hard that 
itelleand lay flat’) And: the man who 
was listening said: “Well, that means 
that the sword of Gideon shall overcome 
all our hosts of people.” 

Then Gideon went back to the camp of Israel 
and told the three hundred men who 
were to go with him, to arise and make 
ready. He divided the men into com- 
panies of one hundred each. He gave 
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each of them a trumpet and an empty 
pitcher with a torch on the inside of it. 
Then he told them to watch very care- 
fully what he did, and for each of them 
to do exactly the thing that he did. 
He said: “When I blow the trumpet you 
will do the same on every side of the 
camp and all cry out, ‘For the Lord and 
for Gideon.’ ” 

It was just about ten o’clock at night when 
Gideon and his men surrounded the camp 
of the enemy. New men were on watch 
around the camp. When Gideon blew 
his trumpet all the men blew their trum- 
pets; they broke the pitchers and held 
aloft the torches in their left hands and 
their trumpets in their right hands, and 
eried out: “The sword of the Lord and 
of Gideon.” 


The Midianites were so frightened they could 
not see that there were only a few men 
after them; they thought there were 
thousands upon thousands attacking 
them, and they fled in terror. Then it 
was easy for the children of Israel to 
seize the country and to stop the trouble 
which the Midianites were giving them. 
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WINNING A KINGDOM 


A great many years after Gideon and his 
brave army of three hundred had over- 
come the enemies of the people of Israel, 
the country was ruled by another judge 
whose name was Samuel. This was the 
very same Samuel who had been taken 
to the temple at Shiloh when he was just 
a little boy; the same Samuel that had 
heard in the night the still small voice 
that called to him; the same Samuel that 
had answered, ‘Speak, Lord, for thy ser- 
vant heareth.” 

Samuel had grown to manhood, and he had 
become the judge of all the people of Is- 
rael. He was a wise judge, and after he 
grew old he was anxious that his own two 
sons should be the judges after him. He 
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wanted them to be just in all their deal- 
ings with the people, but the two sons of 
Samuel were not careful as their father 
had been; they were not straightforward 
and honest; many times they took money 
dishonestly, and the older people noticed. 
They knew that the sons of Samuel would 
never be good judges like their father had 
been, and they told him so. They said to 
him: “Behold, thou art old, and thy sons 
do not walk in thy ways; make us a king 
to judge us.” 

Poor old Samuel! It must have been a great 
disappointment to him to know that his 
sons were not doing the things that he had 
advised them. He had wanted so much to 
keep the judges ruling the people so that 
they would never call for a king. Samuel 
was afraid that if they had an earthly 
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king they might forget to worship God 
as their only King. 

After Samuel had spoken to God about the 
matter, he had an answer which satisfied 
him. God said to him: ‘Tell them what 
they may expect if they do have a king 
to rule over them.” 

Samuel still kept hoping, when he called the 
people to give them God’s message, that 
they would not insist on having a king, 
but he was bitterly disappointed. The 
people cried: “Give us a king that we may 
be like other nations; we will have a king 
over us.” 

Again Samuel talked to God, and this time 
the Voice told Samuel that a man had 
been chosen for king. The young man’s 
hame was Saul, and he was a strapping, 
great, strong fellow, taller than any other 
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man in the kingdom—one who looked as 
though he could fight battles for the peo- 
ple, though he was a very modest, retir- 
ing young man. 

Saul was the son of a man named Kish, and 
one day some of Kish’s donkeys had 
strayed away, and he sent Saul, with a 
servant, to find them. The two hunted 
and hunted, but they could not find the 
donkeys. Finally the servant said: 
“Let’s go to the home of the prophet here 
in Ramah, and he will tell us where to 
find the donkeys.” 

Just the day before this happened, Jehovah — 
had said to Samuel: “To-morrow about 
this time I will send thee a man out of 
the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt 
anoint him to be prince over my people 
Israel.” And as Saul came up toward the 
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gate where Samuel was standing, he said 
to Samuel: “Tell me, I pray thee, where 
the seer’s house is.” Samuel answered: 
“T am the seer.” Then he invited Saul 
to go with them to a great feast. He 
said: “Don’t trouble about your father’s 
donkeys, for they are all right.” 

Saul was very much surprised that this great 
prophet should invite him to eat and to 
stay overnight at his home. Samuel knew 
that Saul was to be the king, but the 
young man had no way of knowing what 
was in the old seer’s mind. Saul said to 
him in answer to his invitation: “Am not 
I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the 
tribes of Israel, and my family the least 
of all the tribe of Benjamin? Wherefore 
then speakest thou to me after this 
manner?” 
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Samuel said no more to the young man at 
that time, but just took him to the feast 
and gave him and his servant seats of 
honor at the table where there were about 
thirty guests. 

In the morning Samuel called to Saul and said, 
“Up, that I may send thee away.” He 
then took Saul and the servant to the 
edge of the city and told Saul to let the 
servant pass on. Then Samuel took a 
vial of oil and poured it upon Saul’s head 
and said: “Is it not that Jehovah hath ap- 
pointed thee to be a prince over his in- 
heritance?” He then told Saul that as 
he went on his way home he would meet 
two men who would tell him that the 
donkeys had been found; then he would 
meet three men carrying food, and later 
he would meet a number of prophets car- 
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rying musical instruments. Then said 
Samuel: “The spirit of the Lord will come 
upon you, and you will prophesy with 
them and be turned into another man.” 
Saul turned to go, and as he did, the words 
which Samuel spoke came true; his heart 
was changed, and he began to prophesy, 
and the others could not understand it. 
Very soon after this, Samuel called all the peo- 
ple together at a city called Mizpah. He 
said to them: “Thus saith Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, I brought up Israel out of 
Egypt, and I delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and out of the 
hand of all the kingdoms that oppressed 
you: but ye have this day rejected your 
God, Who Himself saveth you out of all 
your calamities and your distresses; and 
ye have said unto Him, Nay, but set a 
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king over us. Now therefore present 
yourselves before Jehovah by your tribes, 
and by your thousands.” 

As the tribes passed by, the tribe of Benjamin 
was taken, and Saul, the son of Kish, was 
chosen. When he was called he could not 
be found. Later they found that he was 
hiding among the baggage. He did not 
feel as though he could face all the people 
and become their great ruler, as Samuel 
had told him. But Samuel anointed him 
before all the people and told them that 
he was the man that God had chosen to 
become the king. Then the people shouted 
and said, “Long live the king; long live 
che king, 
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PSALM 19 


The heavens declare the glory of God; 

And the firmament showeth His handiwork. 
Day unto day uttereth speech, 

And night unto night showeth knowledge. 


The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the 
soul: 

The testimony of Jehovah is sure, making wise 
the simple. 


The precepts of Jehovah are right, rejoicing 
the heart: 

The commandment of Jehovah is pure, enlight- 
ening the eyes. 


The fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring for 
ever: 

The ordinances of Jehovah are true, and right- 
eous altogether. 


More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than 
much fine gold; 


Sweeter also than honey and the droppings of 
the honeycomb. 


Let the words of my mouth and the meditation 
of my heart 

Be acceptable in Thy sight, 

O Jehovah, my rock, and my redeemer. 


BPs 19212) 7210, 14. 
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LOSING A KINGDOM 


When the people of Israel were dissatisfied 
with the judges, and asked God to give 
them a king, He chose a fine, stalwart 
young man and gave him a particular 
message through the old judge, Samuel. 
God told Samuel to anoint Saul to be the 
king, and Samuel helped the young man 
very much and became very fond of him. 

Saul seemed to want to do just what was right, 
and asked God to direct him; but after 
awhile a little thought crept into the 
king’s mind that he would do just as he 
pleased about certain things, and he did 
not ask help from the heavenly Father. 

Each time that Saul had to put up a fight for 
his people, God directed him, and he 
seemed very happy when he had done just 
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right. One time a heathen people called 
Amalekites, who had for their king a man 
named Agag, planned to take away 
Saul’s country. Now, the Amalekites 
were people who had troubled the chil- 
dren of Israel very greatly just after they 
had crossed the Red Sea, and Jehovah 
sent Samuel to tell Saul that He had not 
forgotten how the Amalekites had treated 
His people. He said: “Tell Saul to go: 
and utterly destroy the Amalekites, and 
everything that they have, even to the 
flocks and herds.” 

King Saul called all his men together. He had 
a tremendous army; there were two hun- 
dred thousand footmen and ten thousand 
men of Judah. 

Saul and his men went to the city and waited 
on the outskirts. There were certain 
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other people in the city aside from the 
Amalekites, and Saul warned them that 
they should get away just as quickly as 
they could, for he did not want to harm 
any one except those whom he had been 
sent to destroy. After these people had 
gone, Saul’s army attacked the Amalek- 
ites and did just what they had been 
told to do, except that they spared King 
Agag, and they also kept the best of the 
sheep and oxen, of the fatlings and all 
that was good in the land; they destroyed 
all that was vile and inferior, but they 
kept everything that was good. 

They did not see the harm, even if it were 
God’s will that they should destroy all 
these things. And King Saul consented 
to this! A man that had been raised 
from the ranks to the kingship; a man 
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who had been guided by Jehovah Him- 
self in all the trying affairs of his king- 
dom—had come to the place where he 
disobeyed the Father in heaven; he 
reached the place where he thought his 
own way best. 

And the consequences which should naturally 
follow, did. God spoke to Samuel and 
said: “It repenteth Me that I have set up 
Saul to be the king: for he is turned back 
from following Me, and hath not per- 
formed My commandments.” 

It worried poor old Samuel so much to have 
Saul turn aside from God’s law; he cried 
all night to Jehovah, and in the morning 
he rose very early to meet Saul. And 
the first thing that Saul did when he saw 
Samuel was to say: “I have performed 
the commandments of Jehovah.” 
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But Samuel was not to be deceived; he said: 
“What meaneth then the bleating of the 
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of 
the oxen which I hear?” 

But Saul made the excuse: “The people spared 
the best of the sheep and the oxen, to 
sacrifice unto Jehovah, and the rest we 
have utterly destroyed.” 

Old Judge Samuel looked at Saul in a sorrow- 
ful way and said: “Stay, and I will tell 
thee what Jehovah hath said to me this 
night.” And he added: ‘Thou wast little 
in thine own sight, but thou wast made 
head of the tribes of Israel, and Jehovah 
anointed thee king, and He sent thee on 
a journey and said, ‘Go, destroy the Ama- 
lekites and fight against them until they 
be consumed.’ Wherefore then didst 
thou not obey the voice of Jehovah?” 
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Saul answered Samuel: “I have obeyed the 
voice of Jehovah.” Then he blamed the 
offense which his army had committed 
upon the people themselves. He said: 
“The people took the spoil, the sheep and 
the oxen and the good things. They are 
going to make a sacrifice to Jehovah.” 

Then Samuel gave Saul the word that his 
kingdom should be taken away from him. 
He said: “Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams, for rebellion is as the sin of witch- 
craft, and stubbornness is as idolatry and 
teraphim. Because thou hast rejected 
the word of.Jehovah, He hath also re- 
jected thee from being king.” 

It was not so very long after this time that 
Saul’s kingdom was taken away from 
him and given to David. 
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ON GUARD 


(Poem over six hundred years old.) 


Guard, my child, thy tongue, 
That it speak no wrong: 
Let no evil word pass o’er it; 
Set the watch of truth before it, 
That it speak no wrong; 
Guard, my child, thy tongue. 


Guard, my child, thine eyes; 
Prying is not wise: 
Let them look on what is right, 
From all evil turn their sight. 
Prying is not wise: 
Guard, my child, thine eyes. 


Guard, my child, thine ear; 
Wicked words will sear: 
Let no evil word come in, 
That may cause thy soul to sin; 
Wicked words will sear: 
Guard, my child, thine ear. 
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A CHANCE TO GET EVEN 


You have heard many times the story of a 
shepherd lad, whose name was David, 
killing a wicked giant who tormented his 
king’s people. Saul was the king’s name, 
and David was just a shepherd boy who 
tended his father’s sheep on the plains of 
Bethlehem. 

David went to live in the king’s palace so that 
he might play beautiful music for the king 
and keep him from the moody spells which 
sometimes came upon him. 

King Saul was very happy with David until 
the time when the people of his kingdom 
began to praise David; and when they 
sang, 

“Saul hath slain his thousands, 
But David his ten thousands,” 
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it was more than King Saul could bear. 
He made up his mind that he would kill 
David. One day he threw a spear at 
David, but it missed him and stuck in 
the wall. 

Then it was that Prince Jonathan helped 
David to get away from his father’s house, 
and David found that it would be better 
for him to go away off and hide from the 

king. He kept hidden for several years, 

and one day one of the king’s men hap- 
pened to see him. This man went right 
up to the palace and told the king where 
David was. 

King Saul called his men together, about three 
thousand in all, and asked them to go with 
him to find David and kill him. These 
men went very close to the place where 
David was hiding and pitched their tents. 
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David’s men were watching, and he sent some 
Spies out to find just what King Saul 
intended to do. These spies saw where 
the men were camping and went back and 
told David. David then went out to find 
where King Saul was. He said to his men, 
“Who will go with me to Saul’s camp?” 

There was a very brave man whose name was 
Abishai, who said to David, “I will go with 
you.” David and Abishai went down to 
Saul’s camp at night, when he was sleep- 
ing. King Saul’s spear was stuck in the 
ground at his head, and by his side there 
was a cruse of water. 

All the men around the king were asleep, and 
Abishai said to David: “See, he is asleep; 
let me take this spear and kill him.” 

David had such a good chance to kill the old 
king who had been so ugly to him, and 
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who was even then trying to take his life. 
It was the best chance in the world, but 
David was not a coward; he would not 
slip up when any one was unaware of his 
coming; he had no thought of going be- 
hind the king’s back and striking him 
when he had no chance to strike back. A 
hero does not do that way. 

David said to Abishai: ‘No, you must not 
destroy him, because you would be guilty 
of striking God’s chosen king. His time 
will come; either he will die or he will go 
down into battle and perish. Jehovah 
forbid that I should put forth my hand 
against Jehovah’s anointed: but now take, 
I pray thee, the spear that is at his head 
and the cruse of water, and let us go.” 

And David took the spear and the cruse of 
water, and the two went away, and no 
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one saw or knew that any one had been 
around the camp, for they were all sound 
asleep. 

David went away across to a mountain-top 
and stood up and called to the people in 
King Saul’s camp. The king’s bodyguard 
answered David. His name was Abner, 
and he said, “Who are you that cries to 
the king?” 

David called to Abner: “Art not thou a valiant 
man? Who is like to thee in Israel? 
Wherefore then hast thou not kept watch 
over thy lord, the king? for there came 
one of the people in to destroy the king.” 

Then David told Abner that he was not fit to 
live because he had not kept watch over 
his king. ‘He added: “See where the king’s 
spear is and the cruse of water that was 
at his head.” 
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Saul said: “Is this thy voice, my son David?” 
And David answered, “It is my voice, O 
lord myakine) 

Then King Saul called to David: “I have 
sinned: return, my son David; for I will 
no more do thee harm, because my life 
was precious in thine eyes this day: 
behold, I have played the fool.” 

David was not to be coaxed into the king’s 
palace any more. He just called to the 
king: “Behold the spear, O king; let one 
of the young men come over and fetch it.” 

Then he told King Saul that he had made up 
his mind to put his life into the hands 
of God. David said: “I am trusting my 
life in His hands.” And Saul called to Da- 
vid, ‘Blessed be thou, my son David,” and 
he returned to his palace and his men to 
their homes, and David, with his small 
group of men, went away to their homes. 
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PSALM 1 


Blessed is the man _ that 
walketh not in the coun- 
sel of the wicked, 


Nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, 


Nor sitteth in the seat of 
scoffers: 


But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; 
And on His law doth he meditate day and night. 


And he shall be like a tree planted by the 
streams of water, 


90 


That bringeth forth its fruit in its season, 

Whose leaf also doth not wither; 

And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

The wicked are not so, 

But are like the chaff which the wind driveth 
away. 

Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the 
judgment, 

Nor sinners in the congregation of the right- 
eous. 

For Jehovah knoweth J 
the way of the right- 
eous; 

But the way of the wicked 
shall perish. 
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ELIJAH 


Often in the olden time God spoke to the peo- 
ple who loved and served Him. Most of 
the time He sent His messages through 
one man; this man was usually a prophet. 
There was one prophet whose name was 
Elijah, that carried God’s messages to the 
people for nearly eighteen years, and 
many times it was not an easy thing to 
do. Many times Elijah’s life was threat- 
ened, but he always did what God asked 
of him, and the Father in heaven always 
took care of him. 

One time when a wicked, wicked king was 
the ruler of the people of Israel, God told 
Elijah to go to this King Ahab and tell 
him that there should be no rain nor dew 
until He saw fit to send it. 
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King Ahab and all the people were very 
angry at Elijah when this message came, 
but God was caring for His servant; he 
told Elijah just where to hide, by a brook 
where there was plenty of water, and 
He said, “I have commanded the ravens 
to feed thee there.” Every morning 
and evening for many, many days, the 
ravens brought Elijah bread and meat, 
and after the brook dried up God di- 
rected Elijah just where to go that he 
might obtain food and water. | 

Elijah was cared for in this way for a long, 
long time. Nearly three years had passed 
when one day God said to him: “Go, 
show thyself unto Ahab, and I will send 
rain upon the earth.” 

Elijah knew that Ahab had the most wicked 
wife in all the world; she was a heathen 
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woman whose name was Jezebel, and 
Ahab had himself begun to worship idols 
after she came to live at his home. 

When Elijah was on his way to see Ahab 
he met one of his old friends, another 
prophet, and this prophet begged Elijah 
not to go to Ahab, for he was afraid that 
Jezebel would kill them both, but Elijah 
said: “As Jehovah of hosts liveth, before 
whom I stand, I will surely show myself 
unto him to-day.” 

When King Ahab heard that Elijah was com- 
ing, he went out to meet him and said to 
him, “Is it thou, thou troubler of Israel?” 

Elijah answered, “I have not troubled Israel.” 
Then Elijah told Ahab of his own faults, 
and planned a great contest, when he 
himself, as God’s prophet, should meet 
with all the prophets of the heathen god, 
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Baal, to decide which was the true God. 

Elijah said to Ahab: “You send all the 
prophets of Baal to Mount Carmel, and I 
will meet them there.” 

King Ahab was so sure the prophets of Baal 
could do something that he sent and 
brought them all together, and more 
than four hundred other prophets that 
were false also. They all came to Mount 
Carmel. 

Mount Carmel is a great, long ridge about 
twelve miles in length, and one side of 
it is sloping, while the other side is very 
steep and dangerous. 

lijah was not one bit afraid to meet all the 
people of Israel and the prophets upon 
the mountainside. He stepped out in 
front of them and told them about the 
trial they were going to make. He told 
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them that each should get his offering 
ready, and that first he would give them 
a trial. They should call on their god to 
send down fire to burn the offering. 
When the offering was on the altar these 
people began praying and calling, “Oh, 
Baal, hear us,” but there was no answer, 
and some of the prophets leaped about 
the altar and cried louder, “Oh, Baal, 
hear us.” 

Elijah stood back and looked at them. He 
said: “Why don’t you ery louder? maybe 
he is gone to sleep; you had better waken 
him up; maybe he has gone on a jour- 
ney.” The people were so frantic they 
eried still louder. All day long they cried 
to their god Baal, but no answer came. 

Then in the evening Elijah fixed up his altar. 
He took the greatest care in fixing it up. 
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After the offering was cut up and laid on 
the altar, he had some people fill jars 
with water. and pour it on the wood. 
Then he told them to put more water 
on, and more; and then it began to run 
down and around the ditch. 

Then Elijah stepped out and prayed to God 
in the quietest kind of way: “O Jeho- 
vah, the God of Abraham and of Isaac 
and of Jacob, let it be known in Israel 
this day that thou art God in Israel, and 
that I am thy servant. Hear me, O Je- 
hovah, hear me, that the people may 
know that thou art God and that thou 
hast turned their hearts back again.” 

Immediately the fire came down and burned up 
the offering. It burned even the stones 
and water. Then the people shouted, 
“Jehovah is God, Jehovah is God.” 
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It was God’s plan that these prophets of Baal 
should be put to death, and they were 
thrown over the steep precipice, on the 
side of Mount Carmel. 

Then King Ahab went home and told the 
wicked Jezebel what had happened to 
the prophets. She was so angry with 
Elijah that she declared she would take 
his life before another day. 

Elijah was frightened at Jezebel’s word, and 
he started away to a far part of the 
country. After awhile he sat down to 
rest under a tree. Then he fell asleep and 
God sent an angel to feed him there. 
At his head-lay a cake baked on coals 
and a cruse of water was there also. 
Elijah heard a voice say, “Arise and 
eat,’ and after he had eaten he lay down 
again and went to sleep. 
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After he had slept a little while the angel of 
God came again and told him to arise and 
eat, because he was to go on a long trip. 
This made Elijah wonder, and perhaps 
you will think that it frightened him 
when God said to him, “Go, return.” 

Was Elijah to return to the wicked King 
Ahab? Was he to go back to the coun- 
try where the queen would surely be 
watching to put him to death? 

Then God told Elijah that he should anoint 
another man to be king over Israel in 
place of the wicked King Ahab. He told 
him also that he should anoint a new 
prophet to take his place. This prophet 
should be Elisha. 

Then, one day, after this had all been done, 
Elijah and Elisha walked together; they 
came up to the river Jordan, and, some- 
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how, Elijah knew that he was about to 
go away from the earth. He said to 
Elisha: “Is there anything you would like 
to have me do for you?” And the young 
man said: “Only help me to be as good 
as you have been.” Elijah answered: 
“You have asked a hard thing, something 
that I can not do myself, but God will 
make a sign to you that if you see me 
when I am taken from you, it shall be so; 
if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” 
As they went out the most beautiful thing 
happened to Elijah. A great, brilliant 
light shone in the sky—a chariot of fire 
—and Elijah was caught up by a great 
whirlwind into heaven. When Elisha saw 
Elijah going up he cried, ‘““My father, my 
father,’ and then he went out to do the 
work as nearly like Elijah as he could. 
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THREE HEROES 


No doubt you remember the story of Daniel 
and his three companions, Hananiah, 
Mishael and Azariah, as they were taken 
into the king’s palace when they re- 
fused to drink the king’s wine or eat the 
rich food that the steward brought. 

King Nebuchadnezzar soon learned to love 
these young men, and to want them to 
stay in his service. They were his offi- 
cers for a great many years, and then 
something happened which proved these 
three men were very brave. 

These young men, like Daniel, had been 
taught never to do anything which was 
wrong, but they were faithful to their 
king, doing all the things which he re- 
quired of them. 
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Although Nebuchadnezzar was a_ heathen, 
and did not know or believe in Daniel’s 
God, he was very kind and would do 
anything in his power for these men. 

In King Nebuchadnezzar’s country the peo- 
ple all worshiped idols, and once a very 
hard test came to our three heroes, Han- 
aniah, Mishael and Azariah. 

Nebuchadnezzar thought because he was 
such a powerful king that he ought to 
build a huge, golden idol for his people, 
larger and finer than any idols that had 
ever been built. At last it was finished, 
and there it stood, a great, fine idol, built 
of gold, ninety feet high, worth millions 
of dollars. 

The king was very proud of this idol, and the 
time came when he wanted to dedicate 
it. He sent out to all the rulers and cap- 
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tains and officers of his kingdom and 
told them to come to a place called Dura, 
which was just outside the city of Baby- 
lon. The idol had been placed there, and 
there was to be a great celebration as 
the people looked upon it and worshiped 
it for the first time. There were to be 
bands of music, and Nebuchadnezzar 
commanded that when the people heard 
the music on the flute, the cornet, harp 
and other instruments they should fall 
down and worship the idol. 

Among the officers and governors were Han- 
aniah, Mishael and Azariah. They had 
made up their minds what they were 
going to do; they knew that the king 
wanted very much for every one of his 
subjects to bow to the idol; they knew 
that the King in heaven had commanded 
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them never to bow down to an idol. King 
Nebuchadnezzar had said: “If there 
should be any one that will not fall down 
and worship this idol, he shall be cast 
into a fiery furnace.” 

What should these three men do? They 
knew what would happen to them if they 
did not bow down before this image, and 
they knew also that they would be untrue 
to God if they did fall down before it. 

What do you think these Hebrews who had 
always been so strong and brave did? 
Listen; when the sound of the music was 
heard, everybody fell down to the earth 
and worshiped the golden idol—all but 
these three. 

Some of the people told Nebuchadnezzar. 
They said: “There are some Hebrews 
who did not fall down to worship the 
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golden image.” Oh, but the king was 
angry! He was angry because anybody 
in that whole country dared to disobey 
him, and he sent for the three men to 
be brought to him. The king decided to 
give them one more chance. He said: 
“Now, if you are ready, at the sound of 
the music, to fall down before the image 
which I have made, well: but if you do 
not, you shall be cast into the midst of 
a burning, fiery furnace, and who is that 
God who shall deliver you out of my 
hand?” 

men answered and said: “O Nebuchad- 
nezzar, if you do this, our God whom we 
serve, he is able to deliver us from the 
burning, fiery furnace, and he will de- 
liver us out of thy hand, O king.” Then 
they said to the angry king: “We will 
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not serve thy gods, nor worsoip the 
golden image which thou hast set up.” 

Then the king was very angry indeed, and 
he commanded his men to heat the fur- 
nace ever so much hotter than it -had 
ever been before. He said: “Heat it 
seven times hotter than you always do.” 

The king called others of his strong men and 
told them to bind these three who had 
disobeyed him and throw them into the 
furnace. 

The king’s servants took Hananiah, Mishael 
and Azariah and bound them. They left 
all the clothes on the men, but bound 
them so they could not move hand or 
foot, and they took them and threw them 
into the midst of the furnace. 

King Nebuchadnezzar was watching all this 
time, and when he looked into the fur- 
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nace, instead of three men, he saw four, 
and they were not bound at all. They 
were standing there free in the furnace, 
and the fire was not hurting them one 
bit. They were not burned; they were 
not even scorched. Nebuchadnezzar was 
so astonished he did not know what to 
do. He said to his servants, “Did not we 
east three men into the furnace?” and 
they answered, ‘We did.” Then he said: 
“T see four men walking in the midst of 
the fire, and they are not hurt. They 
are the three Hebrews, and there is 
one other like unto a son of the gods.” 
God had sent His angel to be with the three 
men who were standing for what was 
right. Are you wondering what King 
Nebuchadnezzar did? Well, he just 
walked to the mouth of the furnace and 


112 


called to the three Hebrew children to 
come out. 

Then Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah came 
out of the fire, and the people who were 
standing there could not tell that they 
had been in the fire; they were alive and 
well and strong; they were not burned 
at all, and there was not even the smell 
of fire about their clothes. 

It was God’s great power that had saved them, 
and King Nebuchadnezzar sent out word 
that no one in all his country should 
speak a word against the God of these 
three men, he said, ‘For there is no other 
god able to deliver after this sort.” 


JESUS 


In a country far beyond the sea is a city called 
Nazareth, and two good people, Mary 
and Joseph, lived there. The king of 
that country sent a message that all the 
people must go to the city of Bethlehem 
to have their names enrolled. 

Joseph was a good man who always obeyed 
his king’s commands, and he and Mary 
started on the long trip. Mary rode on 
a donkey, and her husband walked be- 
side her. 

When they reached the city of Bethlehem it 
was full of people who had come on the 
same errand as themselves, and when 
they went to the hotel the innkeeper 
told them that he had no room for them. 
At last they found a place to sleep. 
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Perhaps you will think it was not a very 
nice place, because all the rooms in all 
the homes were taken and there was 
nothing left but a place in the stable. 
However, the stable was nice and clean. 

In the night-time the baby Jesus was born, 
and Mary placed Him in the manger with 
straw for a bed. 

It did not take very long for the news of 
Jesus’ coming to spread over the little 
city. God Himself told the people that 
His Son had come to earth. Away out 
on the hillside shepherds were watching 
their flocks by night, and all at once an 
angel appeared before them, the glory 
of God shone round about them, and the 
angel said to them: “Be not afraid; for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which shall be to all people; for there 
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is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 
And this is the sign unto you; ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger.” 

Just as the angel finished speaking, a great 
multitude of angels filled the sky and 
sang: 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

Then the shepherds went to find Jesus. They 
fell down and worshiped Him and then 
returned to their work on the hillside. 

Some little time after this, Wise-men came 
from the far east; they, too, came to wor- 
ship, and they brought the richest gifts 
which they could find in their country, 
for they knew that they were worshiping 


a new king. 


IY) 


But Herod, the king, was worried when he 
heard about the birth of a new king. 
He asked the Wise-men many questions 
trying to find out where the Baby was. 
He wanted to kill the Baby who was a 
King. God warned Joseph in a dream 
and told him to take the Baby to Egypt 
where He would be safe. 

God also warned the Wise-men not to go 
through Jerusalem, where Herod lived, 
when they returned to their own country. 
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In the land of Egypt the Baby grew and grew. 
At last God sent word to Joseph that 
Herod was dead, and it was time to take 
Jesus to His home. 

Mary and Joseph took Jesus to Nazareth. 
There Jesus grew “in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and man.” Jesus 
learned about the heroes of His people. He 
earried water from the village well to help 
His mother. He helped Joseph in the car- 
penter shop in any way that He could. 


ELO 


way that a small child could. It would 
just be wonderful if we could tell the 
beautiful things that happened at that 
little home. We are just sure that Jesus 
played a great deal; we are sure that He 
listened to the birds’ song's, and that He 
saw the wild flowers and all the beautiful 
things that were around Him. And we 
are certain that Mary and Joseph were 
blessed in having Him with them. 

One day He went to the temple, and He was 
just old enough to be thinking very 
deeply about the things which He saw, 
and the things which He heard the 
learned men teaching. So He _ spent 
quite a bit of His time talking to these 
doctors in the temple. At last He be- 
came lost from Mary and Joseph, and it 
took three whole days to find Him, and 
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when they finally did, there He was in > 
the temple, talking with learned doctors 
and wise men. 

After His mother spoke to Him, very quietly 
He left the men and went home to Naz- 
areth, and there He worked with Joseph 
and grew to manhood. 

At last we find Him ready to go about the 
business for which He was sent—that of 


teaching people to do God’s will. 
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Jesus was always helping people; He went 
about making the blind eyes to see, lame 
legs to walk, deaf ears to hear, dumb 
tongues to speak—healing all manner of 
diseases and helping all those who were 
in distress until His own body was weary. 

He knew that He would not stay a very great 
many years upon the earth, and that the 
work which He had started must be car- 
ried on by others, so He called around 
Him a group of helpers, twelve of them; 
men staunch and true; men whom He 
had found faithfully doing their little 
tasks in life. There was one whose name 
was Peter; another, John, and these were 
always close by the Master’s side. 

But there were those who were always ques- 
tioning and watching; those who were 
always trying to get something against 
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Him. They wanted Him out of the way, 
and there was no honest way to do this, 
and they just demanded of the rulers 
that He be put to death. 

One evening when Jesus had been with His 
group of very close friends He let them 
understand that He knew that very soon 
this would happen to Him. 

You would not think that one of the close 
friends of Jesus would ever say any- 
thing against Him, but there was one 
man who was tempted when somebody 
offered him money if he would give Jesus 
into their hands. And on the same eve- 
ning when. Jesus had told them all the 
things that would happen to Him, Judas 
Iscariot slipped away from the supper- 
table and went out to the chief officers 
and told them where they would be 
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likely to find Jesus. He knew where 
Jesus would probably go as soon as the > 
Supper was over, and he had arranged 
that a great crowd of people should go 
with him, and he would point Jesus out 
to them. He said to them: ‘“Whomso- 
ever I shall kiss, that is he; take him.” 

When the crowd came up, Judas spoke to 
Jesus and said, “Hail, Rabbi.” Then he 
walked up and kissed Jesus. Immedi- 
ately the officers in the mob laid hands 
on Jesus and took Him. 

They took Jesus away to the house of a man 
by the name of Caiaphas, the high priest, 
and His disciples followed along, not 
knowing what to do. 

All the chief priests and the council tried to 
find witnesses who would make false 
charges against Jesus, but they did not 
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find any. Later there were two that 
were found who made charges which 
these officers called “blasphemy.” 

They treated the kind, loving Saviour in the 
most terrible way that night. The Bible 
tells us that “then did they spit in his 
face and buffet him: and some smote him 
with the palms of their hands.” Then 
they mocked Him and said: “Prophesy 
unto us, thou Christ. Who is it that 
struck thee?” 

After awhile they decided that Jesus should 
go before the governor, Pilate. And this 
man could find no fault in Jesus at all. 
Pilate tried every way to get them to 
have Jesus released, but the mob would 
not do it. They yelled and cried out: 
“Tf thou lettest this man go, thou art not 
Ceesar’s friend.” They said that to make 
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Pilate afraid of the great king, Ceesar. 
That was their way of telling Pilate that 
if he did not do something they would 
see that he lost his office. 

When Pilate grew afraid of losing his office | 
he just released Jesus to the mob, ana 
they took him out to the hillside, and, 
amid all kinds of abuse and scorn and 
mockery, He was placed on the cross. 

But Jesus did not revile those who abused 
Him; as He hung upon the cross He cried 
to the Father in heaven: “Father, for- 
give them, they know not what they do.” 
And with that spirit of love and kindness 
to all, He died. 

A great darkness came over the earth for 
three long hours, and many of the peo- 
ple were frightened and began to wish 
that they had not treated Jesus so badly. 
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After Jesus had died a man by the name of 
Joseph came and begged that he might 
put the body in his own tomb. The ruler 
did not care, and Joseph, with some 
others to help him, took the body from 
the cross and placed it in the tomb. 

After the body was placed in the tomb the 
officers began to think that maybe Jesus’ 
friends might come and take His body 
away, and they placed a guard of sol- 
diers on each side of the door. 

Very early on Sunday morning Mary Magda- 
lene and the other Mary went to the place 
where Jesus had been laid, and when 
they reached the tomb the stone had been 
rolled away. An angel was sitting inside. 
He said to the women: “Fear not ye; he 
is not here, for he is risen. Come and 
see the place where the Lord lay.” 
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A little later the women saw Jesus and He 
gave them a message which He wanted 
them to carry to His very dear friends. 
After this He saw His friends only a few 
times. 

One day, when all of them were present, they 
walked out on the hillside together, and, 
after telling them to carry His message to 
every part of the world, Jesus lifted His 
hands toward heaven and went to be with 
the Father forever. 
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PETER, THE FISHERMAN 


Among the very close friends of Jesus was 
one man whose name was Simon Peter. 

The lakeshore of Galilee is thickly dotted 
with cities and villages, and many of the 
people from these earned their living by 
eatching fish and selling them. 

Simon Peter was a man who earned his living 
in this way. He and his brother Andrew 
were partners in this business. James 
and John, two other of Jesus’ close 
friends, were partners also. 

One day when Jesus was selecting the help- 
ers with whom he wanted to leave His 
work on earth, He came across Peter. 

Jesus watched Peter for awhile, and there was 
something about him that made Jesus 
feel that he would be an honest, faithful 
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man in His work, so He called him to be 
one of His disciples. From that time on 
to the crucifixion Peter was with Jesus 
a very great deal. 

When Jesus preached the great Sermon on 
the Mount, Peter was among those who 
listened. Jesus taught him how to pray, 
how to forgive and how to be helpful. 
Jesus very often visited in Peter’s home, 
and ate at his table, and so the two were 
very, very good friends. 

One day when Jesus went to this home He 
found Peter’s wife’s mother very sick in 
bed. He took the old lady by the hand 
and she sat up strong and well. 

Many times Peter saw Jesus when He made 
sick people well or helped the blind to 
see and the lame to walk, and each time 
that he saw, it made him glad that Jesus 
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had chosen him to be a friend and helper. 
He stayed very close to the kind Teacher 
until one day when he was all worried 
and beside himself; that was the time 
when Jesus’ enemies were clamoring for 
His life; they wanted Him to be crucified. 

Just a little while before this Peter had told 
Jesus that he would always stay close to 
Him, and Jesus had answered, ‘Before 
the cock shall crow you will deny me 
thrice.”” Peter’s answer to Him had been, 
‘“Fiven if I must die with thee, yet I will 
not deny thee.” 

Peter was so in earnest when he said this 
that nobody could have doubted his word, 
but that night, somehow, in some way, 
he did deny that he knew Jesus, and even 
when the question was asked of him the 
third time he answered, “I know not the 
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man.” At that moment Peter heard a 
cock crow and looked up; Jesus had 
turned and was looking right at him. It 
was not until that moment that Peter re- 
membered himself; then he went out and 
wept bitterly. His sorrow was very 
great. He had denied his Lord! 

After Jesus’ resurrection Peter was among the 
group which met Him; he was anxious to 
get very close to Jesus, perhaps to tell 
Him how sorry he had been. Jesus, how- 
ever, knew this already, and one day, 
down close to the seaside, when Peter and 
the others had been fishing, and after 
they had had their breakfast together, 
Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Lovest 
thou me?” And Peter was glad to an- 
swer, “Lord, thou knowest I love thee.” 
Jesus asked him a second time, and Peter 
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answered in the same way; even a third 
time did Jesus ask the question, “Simon, 
son of John, lovest thou me?” Peter 
was just a little grieved that Jesus 
should ask him the same question three 
times, but perhaps it was because there 
had been three times when he denied 
Jesus. 

It was not long after this that Jesus as- 
cended to heaven, and Peter and John 
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and the others were left to carry on His 
work here on the earth. 


Peter had been a coward at one time, but 


never again. He told people the message 
of Jesus. He preached such a sermon on 
the day of Pentecost that three thousand. 
of the enemies of Jesus repented and con- 
fessed their belief that Jesus really was 
the Son of God. 


One time Peter was thrown into prison, and 


the king intended to bring him out: and 
kill him just to please the people, because 
so many of them hated the followers of 
Jesus; but at this time there was a great 
feast going on and the king could not 
kill anybody then because of a certain law. 


While Peter was in prison his friends met 


together in the home of a woman named 
Mary to pray for him. 


They knew that the king would doubtless put 
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him to death, and these people prayed 
and prayed that this should not happen. 

It was such a wonderful prayer-meeting, 
lasting many days and nights, but these 
people knew that God was the only one 
who could save Peter from the cruel 
king. 

On the last day of the feast the people were 
still praying, and in the dark prison-room 
all at once something happened. There 
were two soldiers guarding the door, 
one on either side, and on the inside 
Peter was chained to two soldiers; but 
all at once a bright light shone in the 
prison-room and there was an angel who 
touched Peter on the side and _ said: 
“Arise quickly, Peter; put on your san-. 
dals and your garments and follow me.” 
And he led Peter right out of the room 
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and down to the home where the prayer- 
meeting was being held. 

The people there were very much surprised 
when Peter came walking in, but they 
knew that it was God’s power that had 
saved him. 

One day there was a man who had been lame 
all his life sitting at the Beautiful Gate 
of the temple. He was begging from the 
people who came past him. When Peter 
and John came by they saw the beggar. 
Peter said: “Silver and gold have I none, 
but what I have that I give thee. In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 
He took the lame man by the hand, and 
immediately the feet and ankle-bones re- 
ceived strength and the man leaped up 
and stood and began to walk. 

Then there arose a great questioning among 
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the people, and Peter preached to them 
a very wonderful sermon, so wonderful 
that the people marveled. They said, 
‘Why, Peter and John are unlearned, 
ignorant men.” And the people could 
say nothing in answer to the words which 
Peter spoke. 

Peter never felt that he had honored Jesus 
in the way that he should; he never felt 
that he had made up for having denied 
his Lord and Master three times on that 
dreadful night, but he served Jesus truly. 
H 2 was a brave, valiant hero, doing his 
Master’s bidding up until the very day 
of his‘death. Many times he was beaten, 
many times he was illtreated for the sake 
of Jesus’ name, but the kind Master 
only loved him the more for standing 
this abuse without complaint. 
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LIST OF BIBLICAL WORDS 


For convenience, we append this table of Biblical names. Authority for pro- 
nuneciation is the American Standard Revised Edition of the Bible. 


Abishai—a-bish’a-1. Tsaac—l'saae. 
Abner—ab’ner. 

Abraham—a’bra-ham, J ehovah—je-ho’vah. 
Agag—a’gag. Jethro—je’thro. 
Ahab—a’hab. Jezebel—jéz’e-bel. 
Amalekites—im/a-lek-ites. Jordan—jor’dan. 
Azariah—iz’a-ri‘ah. Judah—ju’dah. 


Judas Iscariot—jt’das isear’i-ot. 
Baal—ba’al. 
Benjamin—bén’ja-miu. 
Bethlehem—béth‘le-hem. 


Kish—kish. 


Mary—ana'ry. 
Magdalene—aimag’da-le’ne. 
Midian—niid'‘i-an. 
Midianite—mid‘1-an-ite. 
Mishael—mish’a-el. 
Mizpah—amniz’pah. 
Moab—mo‘ab. 
Moriah—imo-ri‘ah, 


Caesar—ce’sar. 
Caiaphas—ea’ia-phas. 
Canaan—ea naan. 
Carmel—ear’mel. 


Dura—du’ra. 


Eeype—° sypt. m Nazareth—naz’a-reth. 
Egyptian—é-gyp’tian, Nebo—né’bo. 
Elijah-—e-li’jah. Nebuehadnezzar—nebu-chad-nez‘zar, 


Elisha—e-li’sha. 


Pharaoh—-pha’raoh, 


Galilee—gal'i-lee. Pilate—pi late. 
Gerar—ge'rar. Potiphar—pot’1-phar. 


Gideon—gid’e-on. 


Ramah—ra’mah, 


Hananiah—han’a-ni’ah. Rebekah—?ré-bék’ah, 
Hebrew—hé’brew. 
Herod—hér’od, Sheol—she'ol. 
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